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THE CHURCH 

 

Drake’s Directory of Rotherham for 1862 tells us that  

 

Wentworth is a township, chapelry, and large, pleasant and well-built village, 

situated near the western edge of Wentworth Park, 8 miles N. of Sheffield. Its 

township includes the greater part of Thorpe Hesley, and the hamlets of 

Barrow, Barley Hole and Hood Hill, and contains 2830 acres of land, and in 

1861 had 846 houses and 1650 inhabitants. Rateable value, £4400. Earl 

Fitzwilliam is lord of the manor and sole owner. The Church is a neat 

structure in the Gothic style. In the interior are several monuments to the 

Wentworth family. 

 

 This is of course a description of the Old Church, whose ruins still remain.  It 

is brief and dry, but there is one sentence which speaks volumes about the village 

and its subsequent history, which is that Earl Fitzwilliam was ‘lord of the manor and 

sole owner.’  That is worth thinking about for a moment, since it tells us that he had 

the kind of wealth and power which it is almost impossible for any individual to 

enjoy and wield today.   

 The Old Church, now in ruins, was also described in the volume of Pevsner’s 

Buildings of England which was devoted to the old West Riding of Yorkshire, and was 

published by Penguin in 1959.  The style is vintage Pevsner - staccato and sometimes 

employing a kind of shorthand:  

 

 OLD CHURCH. Ruined except for the Wentworth Chapel. This 

comprises the chancel and North chapel of the medieval church.  

The West tower also is medieval. It is unbuttressed, and the arch 

towards the nave with its two sunk quadrant mouldings seems Dec. 

The nave was remodelled in 1684. South front with central projecting 

doorway. The projection has a pediment on pilasters. The windows are 

tall and arched in oblong frames. The chapels with their two parallel E 

gables look externally rather earlier 17th century. Tall three- and two-

light windows with crude pointed lights. Arcade of two bays with 

short octagonal pier. Double-chamfered arches. The chancel panelling 

no doubt of c. 1684. Some panels with acanthus foliage. COMMUNION 

RAIL with slim turned balusters pro- jecting in the middle in a 

semicircle. STAINED GLASS. Of the 18th century and perhaps by 

Peckitt. MONUMENTS. A Gascoyne and his wife. Alabaster figures, c. 

1460. The wife a bundled-up cadaver (chapel). Two mourners under 

crocketed ogee arches probably from the tomb-chest of this tomb 

(chancel). Thomas Wentworth died 1587 and wife. Two alabaster 
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effigies on a simple tomb-chest with columns (chapel). Sir William 

Wentworth d 1614. Erected in 1612. Two kneeling figures facing each 

other in the usual way. The children small in the 'predella', except for 

one who is larger and kneels in the middle of the predella. The 

monument is attributed by Mrs Esdaile to Nicholas Johnson. William  

Wentworth, Earl of Strafford, died 1685, and wife. Thomas Wentworth,  

first Earl of Strafford, died 1641. 

 

  There are several photographs of both the Old and the New Churches at 

pp 91 to 95 of the 2000 edition of Roy Young’s book, including one of the Old 

Church, which looks in remarkably good condition, since the photo was 

taken before it was abandoned in 1877;1 but you would never guess, from any 

of these sources, that one of the people buried here in the 17th century was 

associated with one of the most daring episodes in the Second Civil War of 

1648 (see my The Bravest Cavalier, published on chivalryandwar.co.uk).2 

 A person walking around the ruins of Wentworth Old Church today might 

get the impression that it had gradually fallen into decay; but nothing could be 

further from the truth, which is that it was deliberately abandoned (and, according 

to local legend, wantonly wrecked) by the 6th Earl Fitzwilliam, in order to encourage 

the parishioners to attend the new church he had built in 1877.  So, for example, 

there is good evidence that it was thriving in 1839, when it was the home of a 

successful Missionary Society.  The activities of this organisation make interesting 

reading now, at a time when the foreign aid budget is a matter of political 

controversy.  In the early 19th century, charity at the international level was clearly a 

matter for the individual rather than the State, and was inextricably linked with the 

propagation of the Christian Faith, but there seems to have been no shortage of 

donors, even amongst those who enjoyed a considerably lower standard of living, 

compared to what we have now: 

 

MISSIONARY SERVICES AT WENTWORTH 

 

On Sunday evening, the 25th inst., a sermon was preached in Wentworth 

church, in behalf of the Wentworth Church Missionary Association, by the 

Rev. J. Cordeaux, B.A., of Whiston, who took his text from Isaiah xi. 9—“For 

the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the 

sea.” The Rev. gentleman made a very suitable and eloquent appeal to the 

benevolence, directed by a right motive, of the congregation, which was 

                                                           
1 These are at pp 97-8 of the 2010 edition.  See also two photos of the Old Church preserved in the 

George & Dragon pub.  One of these shows an intact tower, in the other, the tower has lost its upper 

story. 
2 Unbeknown to me at the time I wrote The Bravest Cavalier, the story of John Marris had been told, 

albeit briefly, by the Rev. Gatty in his Historical Sketch of Wentworth and the Fitzwilliam Family: see 

Sheffield Daily Telegraph, Friday 17 March 1876. 
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numerous and attentive. After the sermon, a collection was made, amounting 

the sum of £6. 3s. 2d.—On Tuesday evening, 27th inst., a missionary meeting, 

in connexion with the above society, was held in the Infant School-room, 

Wentworth, when, after singing and prayer, a report was read by the Rev. Mr. 

Rose, who is officiating for the Rev. J. S. Upton, absent for the benefit of his 

health. It appeared from that report, that the first public meeting, after the 

establishment of the society, was held in July, 1838, when the sum of £9. 3s. 

was collected at the door.  

 The village of Wentworth was divided into districts, and collectors 

appointed, and the subscriptions for the first year amounted to the very 

liberal sum of £50.15s., together with the above sums; and £4. 14s. collected at 

tbe door after the meeting, on Tuesday evening, makes £70.15.2d.  In addition 

to this, the sum of £6. 18s. 9d. has been collected at Tankersley, and £2. 10s. 8 

½ d. at Hoyland, making a total of £80  4s. 8 ½ d.  

 The Rev. Mr. Blackburn, of Attercliffe; Rev. C. Hodgson, one of the 

secretaries of the Church Missionary Society; Rev. Mr. Hays, Brampton; Rev. 

Mr. Martin, Thorpe; Rev. J. Cordeaux, B.A., Whiston; and the Rev. F. Hall, 

Greasbro’, severally moved and seconded a series of appropriate resolutions, 

which were unanimously adopted. The Rev. C. Hodgson, secretary, gave an 

elaborate and interesting account of the proceedings and progress of the 

missionaries. It appeared by his statement, that the funds of the society are 

inadequate to the demands; for the proceeds of last year, in round numbers, 

amounted to £71,000, and the expenditure to £90,000; which has exceeded the 

income by £19,000; but great efforts are being made in many parts of England 

to make up the deficiency. There were between two and three hundred 

persons present at the meeting, principally of the working class, who listened 

with attention, and gave frequent proofs of their gratification by applauding 

the speake 

 

 

 Much of what we can still see of the Old Church at Wentworth was built on 

the orders of the 2nd Earl of Strafford in the second half of the 17th century; and New 

Church (Holy Trinity) was built in its entirety by the 6th Earl Fitzwilliam two 

hundred years later.  Pevsner described the latter in 1959: 

 

HOLY TRINITY. 1875-7 by J. L. Pearson. A very fine, sensitive, and 

scholarly piece of Gothic Revival. The Fitzwilliams of the day could not 

have spent their money more judiciously. Nave and aisles, chancel, 

transepts and crossing with crossing tower and spire. The style is late 

C13 with Geometrical tracery. The building is rib-vaulted in stone 

throughout. Pearson was the only architect at the time who so 

consistently insisted on vaulting. The crossing has an octopartite vault 

above a gallery of two twin-arches on each side. - STAINED GLASS.  



4 
 

W window by Kempe, E window by Clayton & Bell. - PLATE. Flagon, 

presented in the C17; Two Cups and Patens (London) 1766 and 1767.  

 

 

There was a report of the inauguration of this new church in the charmingly-

entitled lEpworth Bells, Crowle and Isle of Axholme Messenger for 4 August 1877: 

 

OPENING OF WENTWORTH CHURCH. 

 

The new Church at Wentworth, referred to above, was opened on 

Tuesday last, the consecrating ceremony being performed by the 

Archbishop of York. The noble and beautiful edifice, which is dedicated 

to the Holy Trinity, has been constructed at a cost of £25,000 by Earl 

Fitzwilliam and the other members of the family, as a memento of 

affection for the parents of the generous Earl. It has occupied five years in 

building, and will seat 550 persons. The cost of the organ was £800. The 

church was crowded by a large and influential congregation, amongst 

whom were the Earl and Countess Fitzwilliam, and a numerous assembly 

of the clergy of the district. After the service of consecration, the 

Archbishop preached an impressive sermon from Matthew xvii., 4; and in 

the evening the Rev. Canon Hill closed the services of the day with an 

able and appropriate sermon.  It is well worthy of note concerning this 

church that an arrangement likely to promote the comfort of old people 

has been carried into effect, whereby sound tubes have been laid from the 

pulpit to various parts of the sittings, for the use of deaf persons. 

 

 

THE SUICIDE OF THE REVEREND VERINI 

 

In 1898 Wentworth was shocked to learn of the death of the Rev. Philip George 

Augustus Verini, who was vicar of the parish and personal chaplain to the Earl 

Fitzwilliam.  Verini had assumed both offices in January 1890, when he was 

only 29;3 and he had soon become a very active member of the community.  He 

was president of the Wentworth football club and vice-president of the village 

cricket club in 1890 (when the Earl Fitzwilliam was President), and Roy Young 

even credits him with playing a part in the revival of the latter’s fortunes.4  He 

and his wife were two of the many guests at Wentworth Woodhouse in June 

                                                           
3 There was of a chapel in Wentworth Woodhouse, currently decorated in 18th century style. 

According to Catherine Bailey (who cited the Memoirs of Marguerite Verini, the vicar’s daughter) the 

vicar of Wentworth took Morning Prayers there every weekday at 9.30 a.m. for residents, visitors and 

staff: BD, 263.  Yorkshire Evening Press, 25 January 1890. 
4 Sheffield Daily Telegraph, 9 May 1890;  ibid., 22 July 1890.  BHLV (2000), 123; p 129 in the 2010 edition. 
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1891, when the Prince and Princess of Wales visited the Earl and Countess, 

arriving at the Parkgate Station of the Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire 

Railway, and travelling by coach to Wentworth.5 Several newspapers, including 

the Hull Daily Mail for Wednesday 30 November 1898, carried the sensational 

news of his death: 

 

A VICAR'S DEATH. 

DEPRESSION AND SUICIDE. 

 

The Rev. Philip George Augustine Verini, vicar of Wentworth, near 

Rotherham, and domestic chaplain to Earl Fitzwilliam, was yesterday 

found dead in his bedroom shot through the head. Under the body was a 

rifle containing an empty cartridge. For some time the rev. gentleman had 

been in failing health, and latterly he had seemed depressed. He was 

much respected.   

 

 Despite the clear conclusion here about the cause of death, not everyone 

was willing to accept that this was a case of suicide, and the Verini family in 

particular rejected the idea.  The Reverend Verini was after all a man of God, 

and the Church has always regarded suicide as a sin, while the criminal law 

continued to penalize it until the Suicide Act of 1961 was enacted. The inquest 

held in the Mechanics Institute in Wentworth (rather than in one of the two 

pubs in the village), and reported in the Sheffield Evening Telegraph was therefore 

of unusual importance, particularly because the deceased’s brother (also a 

clergyman) attended as a witness, though he had not been present at the death, 

or before it.  This attracted some caustic comment from the Coroner, Mr D. 

Wightman, as to the quality of the brother’s evidence, and on the latter’s 

motives for giving it (though it is obvious that he wanted to prevent the 

deceased from being classed as a suicide). 

 

THE TRAGIC DEATH OF THE VICAR OF WENTWORTH. 

INQUEST AND VERDICT6 

 

This afternoon, in the Mechanics Institute,7 Wentworth, Mr. D. 

Wightman, District Coroner, inquired into the circumstances attending 

the death of the Rev. Philip George Augustine Verini, aged 37, Vicar of 

Wentworth, whose tragic death on Tuesday caused painful sensation in 

the district.  

                                                           
5 Yorkshire Post and Leeds Intelligencer, 24 June 1891.  For Parkgate see Mel Jones’s, South Yorkshire Coal 

Mining Villages. 
6 Sheffied Evening Telegraph, 1 February 1898. 
7 There is a poor photo of the Mechanics Institute in the 2000 edition of BHLV, 111, reproduced at p 

117 in the 2010 edition. 
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Raphael Edward William Verini, Hants, in Holy Orders, identified the 

body as that of his brother. Witness remarked that before answering 

questions he should like to make a statement. He would answer the 

Coroner's questions afterwards.  

The Coroner assented.  

Witness stated that a telegram to the effect that there had been an 

accident, and that his brother was dead.  When he arrived at Wentworth 

he found that in the opinion of his brother's household - 

The Coroner: You came here when?  

Witness answered that he arrived at Sheffield on Tuesday. 

The Coroner it did not master what message he got, because it would not 

be evidence. 

Witness went to explain that he arrived at Sheffield too late to proceed to 

Wentworth on Tuesday night. When he to got to the station the next 

morning he saw a paper which published a report of his brother's death. 

The Coroner. Which is not evidence at all. If I had to write down all the 

outlandish and wild statements that are put into newspapers I should 

have plenty to do. I can only take from you what you actually know and 

what you actually did. You came here and found your brother dead?  

Witness: Yes. 

The Coroner: You were not here when he died?  

Witness: I was not.  

The Coroner: I cannot ask you about the circumstances attending his 

death. When did you last see him alive?  

Witness: In the spring of this year. I had not seen him since.  

The Coroner: Has he been a healthy man?  

Witness: He was rather of excitable temperament, and from time time his 

nerves were somewhat disordered, and as a consequence he was 

sometimes depressed.    

The Coroner: That I take to be mental ailment. Has he had any boldily 

ailment at all, to your knowledge?  

Witness: No. In answer to further questions. Witness said he did not 

know of any trouble he was in. There had not been any insanity in the 

family.  

The Coroner: Unless it be this nervous state the excitable temperament 

and depression, you not know any reason whatever why he should 

commit suicide, supposing for a moment that he has done so?  

Witness answered in the negative. With the Coroner’s permission, he 

proceeded with his statement. He said he was told his brother had a gun.  

The Coroner: I have not got a gun yet. What you are saying is only 

hearsay. If I hear anything about a gun I must hear from a man who can 

swear to positively. 
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Witness said he wished to make the statement on behalf of the family.  

He was informed that the gun had been given him by a late curate, for 

purpose of shooting an occasional rabbit or hare, or something of the 

kind, in the garden. On one occasion he shot a hare, and on another a 

pheasant. The strong impression that his brother's death was the result of 

an accident.  Witness went on refer to the statement as to his brother's 

health in the report of his brother’s death in the pipers, and believing that 

it had emanated from the police he wished to offer his protest. He gave 

them credit for every good intention, but looked upon it as mistaken 

judgment. Witness went on to discuss the interpretation which might be 

put upon the matter, after the verdict had been returned, and expressed 

the opinion that if it was give necessary to give reports of these events it 

should be done without comment. 

The Coroner remarked that had had the honour of being Coroner of the 

district for 27 years, and he had never allowed a man the same amount of 

liberty the witness had had. Witness was trying to influence the verdict of 

the jury in a way which he had never allowed before. Witness was the 

brother of the deceased, and had come a great distance, and it was on that 

account that had felt loath to stop him. The jury must put at nought every 

word the gentleman had said, because they were sworn on their oaths to 

bring in a verdict in accordance with the evidence, because it was 

hearsay.  If it was corroborated by other witnesses, all well and good, but 

it was not.  They must take no notice of it whatever. 

 

 The Coroner then heard evidence from Emma Guize, cook to the Rev 

Verini, who said that he had been ill for some months, and suffered from 

nervousness and sleeplessness.  He had been away at Berill-on-Sea and in 

London for three weeks, for the good of his health.  She had last seen him 

alive at twenty past eleven on Tuesday morning, in his study, when he 

appeared cheerful.  About twenty minutes later she heard a noise like a fall 

in the room above the kitchen, but thought that it was probably the result of 

the housemaid upsetting a box of coal.  At 11.57 the housemaid came to fetch 

her and, when she went up to the bedroom, she saw Mr Verini lying dead on 

the floor in a pool of blood.  Under him was a rifle, with the barrel 

protruding outwards.  She said she had known him shoot a hare with it; and, 

in answer to the Reverend’s brother, she said that she knew the deceased 

had killed pheasants with the rifle.  (Jessie Coupland, the housemaid, gave 

confirmed the cook’s evidence). 
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 P.C.Gilbert Hutchinson then deposed that he had found three loaded 

cartridges in Verini’s right hand trouser pocket, and that an empty cartridge 

had been extracted from the rifle itself by the local Doctor, Dr Barr.8   

 Dr Barr was then examined: 

 

Dr. H.C.Barr, surgeon, stated that he had been the rev. gentleman’s medical 

attendant whenever he had required him.  He was a healthy man.  Witness 

had never attended him for any serious illness, and he had never heard of 

his having one. 

The Coroner: Healthy both mentally and physically. 

Witness: Yes. Excitable a little, that is all.  Witness went on to say that he 

last saw Mr Verini on Sunday morning after service, and complimented 

him on the briskness with which he got through the service.  He conducted 

two services that day. 

The Coroner: What did he go away for? 

Witness said his health broke down on account of stress of work.  He had 

had no curate.  He had called into the vicarage on Tuesday and found the 

rev. gentleman dead on the bedroom floor.  He had not been moved.  A 

bullet had entered the right temple and passed out at the left, a little higher 

up.  Death would be instantaneous.  Witness gave the jury the benefit of a 

theory that he had come to, to the effect that if the rev. gentleman had been 

lifting the rifle from the drawers it was quite possible for the trigger to have 

caught and discharged the weapon. 

 

 Now this was a new development, and a surprising one.  The Coroner 

had been severe with the deceased’s brother when he tried to suggest that they 

were not dealing with a case of suicide; but here was Dr Barr propounding a 

theory which would suggest a verdict of accidental death.  Yet the Coroner did 

not stop or reprove the witness, though it is clear from what follows that he 

did not go along with Dr Barr’s theory either.  Instead: 

 

The Coroner, in summing up, said the cause of death was clearly 

ascertained.  Was anybody to blame?   As he, the Coroner, understood the 

matter, there was nobody near the man at the time - there was no 

suspicion that anybody else had anything to do with it, with the exception 

of Mr Verini himself.  Then came the question, had it happened 

accidentally, or was it a case of suicide?  If there was evidence enough to 

say that he committed suicide they must form an opinion as to the state of 

his mind at the time.  If they could see their way to bring in anything but 

                                                           
8 Often photographed in his car, which must have been amongst the frist in Wentworth.  See ‘Cars’ 

below.  See also ‘Pubs’. 
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suicide he should be glad to hear it.  The other verdict compatible with the 

evidence was that he died from having been shot in the head, but as to 

how it was caused there was not sufficient evidence to show.  They could 

not say that it had been done accidentally. 

 

  At first sight it is strange that the Coroner would tell the Jury that he 

would be ‘glad’ if they could see their way to avoid a verdict of suicide.  

Though there was clearly no suicide note, and no evidence that the deceased 

had attempted suicide before or had a settled intention to take his own life, it 

seem tolerably clear to this writer that the Revered gentleman took his own 

life.  However, we should recall that suicide was still a crime in 1898, although 

juries had lost the power to refuse a person a Christian burial in 1823, and the 

rule that a suicide’s property should be forfeit had been abolished in 1870.   

 The jury took the Coroner’s words to heart.  They retired to consider 

their verdict and, when they returned, the foreman said they thought that the 

deceased has suffered ‘a state of temporary insanity’; but the Coroner was 

unwilling to agree to this as an acceptable verdict.  Instead he held that they 

had not decided to return a verdict of suicide, and asked them to retire again.  

At the end of their second retirement, they duly returned a verdict that ‘the 

rev. gentleman had died through being shot with a rifle, but as to how it 

occurred, there was no evidence to show’; and this was finally endorsed by the 

Coroner, whatever one might think of the logic of it. 

 The Rev. Verini was duly buried in Wentworth Churchyard, and in 

consecrated ground, in Wentworth, as reported in the Sheffield Evening 

Telegraph for 2 December 1898: 

 

 

FUNERAL OF THE VICAR OF WENTWORTH 

 

This afternoon the interment of the Rev Verini, Vicar and domestic 

chaplain to Earl Fitzwilliam, took place in the new churchyard, 

Wentworth. Although the weather was exceedingly inclement, there was 

a large assemblage of friends and parishioners to pay a last tribute of 

respect to the memory of the deceased. Mr. Verini’s ministry had been a 

happy one. and all classes regret his sudden removal from work which 

he had shown himself well fitted to carry out.  The body, enclosed in an 

oaken coffin, with brass furnishings. was removed from the Vicarage to 

the church on Thursday evening.  Conspicuous was a wreath of violets 

from Mrs. Verini, the widow, the inscription reading "To my darling." 

The coffin plate bore the words “Philip George Augustus Verini (priest). 

Born October 10th, 1861, died November 29th, 1808." The funeral was 

very largely attended, the handsome church erected by 1the present Earl 
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Fitzwilliam, in remembrance of his parents, being crowded to its utmost 

capacity. The mourners were Mrs. Verini (widow). Rev. Raphael F. 

Verini. Exton, Hants (brother)…[and various members of the Fitzwilliam 

family and household, and many local clergy].  The service included … 

the hymns Now the Labourer's Task is O'er and Peace, Perfect Peace. The 

Dead March in Saul was played on the organ by Mr. James Smith, the 

organist…During the final part of the service a storm of wind and rain 

prevailed, and the mourners suffered much inconvenience in standing at 

the graveside 

 

 It is remarkable that the Rev. Verini was succeeded by another clergyman 

of the same name, and it was not his brother Raphael.  The Bristol Mercury for 

Wednesday 1 February 1899 reported that ‘the living of Wentworth…has been given 

by Lord Fitzwilliam to the Rev R. E. W. Verini, rector of Exton, who has also been 

appointed domestic chaplain at Wentworth house’.  I have been unable to discover 

what the relationship between the two Verinis.  We do, however know that the 

second Verini moved out of the neighbourhood in 1912 and sold all his household 

effects when he did so.  The Sheffield Daily Telegraph for Saturday 21 September 1912 

carried the following notice of the sale: 

 

THE VICARAGE, WENTWORTH, NEAR ROTHERHAM 

SHEARMAN and JOHNSTON are instructed by the Rev. B. E. Verini (who is 

leaving the neighbourhood) to AUCTION, on FRIDAY, September 27th. 1912, 

VALUABLE SURPLUS HOUSETIOLD FURNITURE and EFFECTS, including: 

 IN UPPER. ROOMS.— Mahogany Pedestal, Painted Dressing Chest 

with Swing Glass attached, Painted Dressing Chests, Washstand, 2 Painted 

Washstands, Sheraton Corner Cupboard, Small Bookcase, Set of 4 

Bookshelves, Wicker Couch (upholstered), Wicker Deck Couch, Vapour Bath 

and Fittings, Sponge Baths, Bamboo Table, 3 Painted Tables, 2 Painted Tables 

with deal tops, Stained Deal Table, Small Tea Table, Mahogany Table with 

drop leaves, 8 Cane-seated Chairs, 4 Wood Chairs, Bentwood Chair, 

Mahogany Chair, 4 Single Iron Bedsteads, Child's Cot, Wool Bed, 2 Pairs 

Mattresses, Pair Tapestry Curtains, Pair Curtains, Four-Fold Screen, 

Kidderminster Carpets, Hearthrugs, Stair Druggett, Felt Pads, Clock, 20 

Various Framed Pictures, Kit and Travelling Bags, Portmanteaus, etc.  

 IN LOWER ROOMS.—Mahogany Couch in leather, Upholstered Sofa, 

Painted Bookcase with drawers, Oak Table with drawer, 2 Round Deal 

Tables, Oak Table with drawer, Deal Table with drawers, Coloured Engraving 

in gilt, “Infancy,” 1799; Engraving “Scripture Subject” after Raphael, 

Engraving, “Moorland and Mist,” after Peter Graham; Old Print “Gamblers,” 
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after Tenieres; Old Print, “Ratcatcher,’ after Tenieres; Print in black and gilt. 

Water-colours in gilt and oak, 3 Photogravures, 4 Framed New “Oxford,” 

Stags’ Horns on Shield, Chippendale Hall Chair, 2 Cane-seated Chairs, 2 

Upholstered Wicker Chairs, Bentwood Music Stool, 2 Pairs Plush Curtains, 

Deal Music Stand, Deal Table and Drawers, Croquet Set and stand, Cyclostyle 

Copying Press, Parcel Post Scale, Delft China Tea ware, Afternoon Tea 

Service, sundry China and Ornaments, Brass Standard Lamp, Ditto with 

shades, Brussels Carpets and Art Rugs, various Carpeting, 200 Vols. BOOKS, 

2 Vole. SHAKESPEARE and MILTON, “FLOWER,” illustrated. Flower Pots, 

Saddle Horse, 2 Ladders; also 2 Ladies’ Cycles etc. 

  

 I find this list an amazing commentary on the comforts enjoyed by the 

Victorian and Edwardian middle class - especially the final ‘etc.’, which one 

would hardly have thought necessary. 

 Finally, Roy Young and Catherine Bailey tell us that a Miss Marguerite 

Verini, daughter of the second Rev. Verini - wrote a memoir entitled A Childhood 

Recollection in 1983, in which she recorded fond memories of life in Wentworth 

in the early years of the 20th century.9  As with many memoirs of childhood, it 

paints a cosy picture, which does not sit entirely well the newspaper account of 

the Rev. Verini’s suicide. 

                                                           
9
 Miss Verini died in 1987, at the age of 94, having been at one time the Principal of Hughes 

Hall, Cambridge: BHLV (2000), 137-8 & 143 of the 2010 edition). BD, 263.  The old Vicarage is 

now an old people’s home.  It was opposite the Old Church in Church Field Lane. 
 


